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Silverware and celebrations

2007 has been an exciting and successful season for Cuckfield Cricket Club. Having
served our first season in the Premier League last year, 2007 was set to be the
ominous second season in. With new recruits in the form of Marc Gardner and 16 year
old James Thorpe, as well as the progression of James Robinson, Pete Widdup, and
Kristian Piolet we were confident of staying afloat in the Premier Division. We bettered
everyone's expectations by finishing second and managed to bring home our first top
flight silverware, the new 20Twenty cup.

The 1* XI have again been helped by the runs of Chris Mole (895 runs at an average
of 99.44) and Sussex 2" X player Steffan Piolet (357 runs). The thing that stands out
this season is the strength and depth in batting which produced seven batsmen
scoring league fifties. On the bowling front, Saeed Ajmal bamboozled batsmen
throughout the county once again and claimed 50 league wickets. He was ably
supported by veteran Rodney Canfield (22), Steffan Piolet (20), Nick Patterson (18)
and James Thorpe (16). Thanks to team spirit, fight and skill, Cuckfield managed to
silence any critics left in Sussex by finishing second in the league. Our best finishing
position to date.

Added to the league heroics of the 1* XI, the inaugural 20Twenty Sussex Cup is now
sitting in the pavilion. It was a great day out, if only to watch Jason Oates and Saeed
Ajmal smash the ball to all parts of the ground. Jason Oates finished the competition
as man of the match in the final against Eastbourne (228 runs, Ave. 114, highest score
of 99 in the final and a strike rate of 209 runs per 100 balls).

All in all it has been a magnificent season for Cuckfield Cricket Club with silverware
being won at the highest level. The standard of cricket has been set and the only way
is up which means that the aim of next season is the league trophy.

Nick Patterson — Club Captain
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In September Cuckfield became the 23" Sussex club to gain the Clubmark
accreditation. Sport England’s Clubmark is a cross-sport accreditation for sports clubs
with junior sections in recognition of a quality club. Within the ECB, Clubmark sets
core and common criteria for cricket clubs to meet in the following categories:

- Duty of Care and Safeguarding Children;
- The Cricket Programme;

- Sports Equity and Ethics;

- Club Management.

Led by Director of the Cuckfield Academy David Fitt, we have reviewed and improved
our practices and procedures in all these areas and now feel even better equipped to
offer the best facilities, developing our club and our members, particularly our juniors.
We have worked closely with Andy Hobbs, the Cricket Development Manager at the
Sussex Cricket Board, and we can now look forward to:

- Receiving support from the cricket development professionals at County and Area
level;

- Improving the quality of coaches in the club so that we can be even more
successful and competitive;

- Accessing workshops to capitalise on the latest thinking in relation to motivating
young people, and protecting them;

- Getting support for bids for development funding for cricket facilities.
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CHRISTMAS TREE

Please support this year's
Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival
— which starts on Friday 7"
December at the Cuckfield
Christmas Shopping Event and is
open over the weekend of
Saturday and Sunday 8 " and
9™ December. Look out for the
Cricket Club tree which Belinda
Campopiano has volunteered to
decorate. Please support this
charity event — it is a magical
experience with Cuckfield church
being lit up by more than 50
Christmas trees sponsored by
local businesses and
organisations. We are pleased to
be taking part, so do come and
have a look!

AGM 2007
This year's Annual General
Meeting will be held at the Cricket
Pavilion on Monday 17th
December starting at 7pm.

DINNER DANCE
The Annual Dinner Dance will be
held at Lindfield Golf Club on
Saturday 15" March 2008. Tim
Mole is organising, and will be in
touch nearer the time with more
details.

GOLDEN OLDIES TOUR
Undaunted by the ravages of
time, our senior playing members
are beginning their winter fitness
training programme to prepare
them for the rigours of the 2008
Golden Oldies Festival in March
in Queenstown, New Zealand.
The party of 12 players plus 7
spirited WAGs look forward to a
programme of five matches,
preceded by a stopover match en
route at Singapore Cricket Club
organised by resident and local
club member, Cuckfield’'s own
Chris Bunning.

BALL SPONSOR: COLAS

Ground Sponsors: CUCKFIELD TANDOORI | HARTLEY FOWLER | GOULD & Co | LINDFIELD HONDA | MAIRON UK | OAK BARN RESTAURANT & BURGESS HILL GOLF CENTRE

ORCHARD CONSULTING | WINDOW WISE | WISDOM SPORTS



Cuckfield Academy

Cuckfield junior colts sides celebrated the end of
season awards night in some style as they
reflected on their achievements in the final few
weeks of the season.

The under 11's were crowned Sussex
champions as they won the Sussex Junior
Cricket Festival. Qualifying with wins over Ansty
by 10 wickets, Preston Nomads by 4 wickets and
Horsham by 9 wickets. In the final they met
Felpham Colts whom they restricted to 84 runs
off 20 overs. They won with three overs to spare,
Finbar Tilford being the star and man of the
match with 23 runs.

The under 11's then won the North and Mid Sussex League play-off final against Three
Bridges with a comfortable win by 66 runs. The under 9's in the same league also won
their play-off final against Lingfield. The game could have gone either way until the last
few overs when man of the match Robert Fitzgerald scored quickly to help Cuckfield to
win by 16 runs.

The under 10's won the Identilam league play-off final against Lindfield. Lindfield had
beaten Steyning in the semi-final and Cuckfield had beaten Ansty. In the final, man of
the match, Ben Candfield with 17 runs and four wickets helped Cuckfield to a
convincing victory.

Finally the under 10's won the Sussex Telecom Trophy finals held on the county
ground at Hove. The best eight teams in Sussex competed on the day following area
qualifiers earlier in the year. Cuckfield started the day badly losing their first group
match to Felpham colts but from there never looked back as they beat Fletching and
Brighton and Hove to make the semi finals. A close game in the semi against Hastings
went to the last ball where Ben Meyeratken held his nerve to see them into the final to
face Eastbourne. In the final Cuckfield batted first and set a competitive total of 247.
Eastbourne however only required 13 runs off the last two overs when Joe Ludlow
came to the rescue with two wickets helped by an outstanding catch on the boundary
by Tom Bonanate. Ben Candfield then wrapped it up with a wicket in the final over to
see Cuckfield home by 16 runs.

The older sides did not bring home the silverware in the same way, but can reflect on
good team and individual performances during the season. The U15'’s league side had
a 100% record but cancelled matches due to rain cost them the league title. All the
senior Festival sides had their moments, with the U12 win over Preston Nomads and
the U14 win at East Grinstead being particularly good achievements. Strong batting
was a hallmark of the teams’ success, with Greg Wisdom, Jack Denyer, JJ Kilmartin,
Francis Wynter, Harry Clark and Freddie Newmarch all scoring impressive 50’s.
Denyer, Chris Taylor and Billy Meboroh-Collinson all represented the county this year
with distinction, with Chris and Billy top of the bowling averages for the U15’'s and
U13's respectively. This outstanding group of boys also provided 15 players for the
club’s senior league sides, with Den%ler and Taylor performing well at County League
level, Kilmartin hitting 100 for the 4™ XI, and Matt Wynn being an “ever-present” on
Saturdays and Sundays.

Cuckfield’s outstanding young all-rounder Steffan Piolet presented eighteen individual
awards, and the major trophies went to Josh Hayward for his excellent spin bowling
and to JJ Kilmartin for his batting success.

Area Qualifications

Not surprisingly, with this outstanding record, 12 of our Academy at four age groups
have been successful in qualifying for the autumn training programmes run by the
Sussex North Area. This will provide them with excellent coaching and the opportunity
for representational cricket next summer. The best performers having the chance to
join Jack Denyer, Chris Taylor and Billy Meboroh-Collinson in the County “elite” squads
and get a taste of County cricket.
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Last year NatWest CricketForce
was a huge success with more
than 80,000 volunteers turning
out on a bright sunny weekend at
more than 1,150 clubs around the
UK. At Cuckfield we lifted and
relayed the 60 metre pathway
from the car park to the pavilion;
repaired and replaced the timber
fence along the road; treated the

timber areas of the pavilion,
score-box, and shed; cleaned and
painted the sight screens;

cleaned the surfaces of our nets
and artificial wickets; and gave
the pavilion a real spring-clean.
Cricket clubs taking part in 2008
will be urged to 'Go Green' as part
of the ECB's campaign to improve
energy efficiency and
conservation at every level of the
game. Cricket Force 2008 is
scheduled for the weekend of 4, 5
and 6 April 2008.

Email ADDRESSES
We are trying to update our
membership database with as
many email addresses as
possible so that we can continue
to reduce administrative costs
and communicate more
effectively. If you received this by
email — great, we already have a
valid email address for you. |If
you received this by post, but
have an email address that we
could use, could you please let

Tim Mole —  Membership
Secretary — know what it is by
emailing him at

tmm@gouldco.co.uk.
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Club Sponsors

The season of 2007 saw the 1st XI finish second in
the Sussex Premier League, the highest Cuckfield
has ever finished in the Sussex League. Cuckfield’s
success on the field is a result of hard work by the
players, but also the long term development plan,
and considerable investment in resources.

This investment, and the realisation of the
development plan, is only possible with the
assistance of the club’s sponsors. This year saw
Cuckfield add a major club sponsor in Savills, and for
the first time gained sponsorship for all match balls
from Colas. Cuckfield are very pleased to Colas's Lee Rushbrook visits a training session  to deliver the league balls

be working with Savills and they are an integral part of moving the club forward. In addition to their annual sponsorship, for
any property refereed to Savills by members, a percentage of the sale will be donated to the Club. Savills have allocated an
amount to use on the colts & women’s cricket, so the whole club is benefiting, not just a select few.

Obviously, we are very thankful to our long term sponsors and those who supply boundary advertising. Gould & Co, Hartley
Fowler, Mairon UK, Cuckfield Tandoori, Lindfield Honda, the Oak Barn Restaurant & Burgess Hill Golf Centre, and Wisdom
Sports have been associated with Cuckfield for a number of years now. Window Wise and Orchard Consulting were new
additions and we appreciate all their assistance and look forward to continuing this for the 2008 season.

It is important for the club when using these sponsors to please make them aware you are from Cuckfield Cricket Club. It is
helpful for the sponsors to know that we are helping them in return, and to continue the relationships we have developed with
these organisations.

Player Profile - David Chaffey

David has been a playing member of Cuckfield for five years, and has been captain of the 3" X| for the last two. He has been
an occasional Cuckfield player for about the last 20 years. He is Assistant Housing Services Director at Downland Housing.
Who introduced you to Cuckfield Cricket Club? Bill Graham first took me down there to demonstrate my bowling technique
for selection for the MSDC team in 1987 - didn't hear from Cuckfield for 15 years after that funnily enough...

Favourite local authority? Has to be the
‘pinkos’ at MSDC - see David Tree for an
explanation.

Place of education? Oathall Comp.,
Haywards Heath Sixth Form, Bath, John
Mole's lounge and office and cricket fields
indoors and out.

Cuckfield or Lancing Athletic? You're
comparing apples and pears here. Cuckfield
cricket is eleven people playing cricket
hoping to have a good time Lancing Athletic
cricket was eleven people having a good

time hoping to play some cricket.

Why cricket? The perfect combination of an
individual and a team sport usually played with
a damn fine bunch of fellows occasionally
against another damn fine bunch of fellows.
How do you cope with captaining a team of
captains? It's ok until about the 37th over...
Worst fault? Listening to the other ten
captains on the pitch after the 37th over.

Stoner League or County League Div3? The
head says Stoner league pyramid the heart
says local cricket. Hopefully the proposal from
the Sussex Cricket Board will see us combining
both.

Best cricket sledge? “You've got more edges than a cracked pisspot”. Tim Lynch circa 1975 (his heyday apparently, but

they all say that don't they.)

Do you believe in Dr Russell's prescription of "sea bathing and the drinking of sea water as the cure for most ills"?
It's not cured all my problems but | would be much worse without a regular summer dip. Nearly made it to October this year.
Yoga or Pilates? | would have to say Pilates for the serious cricketer - look at Freddie Flintoff - his mastery of Pilates has
allowed continual heavy drinking while playing at the top level.

Who is your favourite Mole?  The cop out reply is the one in The Wind in the Willows but the answer must be the block
rather than one of the chips so for sheer entertainment value, curmudgeonlyness, dedication and mixing opinion with fact
Old Grandad Mole is my choice however we have some challengers coming up on the rails...

In your opinion, which local cricket club has the b est beer? Sussex CCC of course - you can even walk home with three
quarters of a pint of Harveys in your hand after winning the County Championship and enjoy a tipple in the bath before an
evening out - now that's good service.

Greatest sporting memory? JPR Williams's tackle on the French winger Jean Gourdon at the Arms Park in 1976 to
effectively win the Grand Slam that year. Oh and matching C. Mole Esq. shot for shot as Mid Sussex DC (and ringers) won
the Horsham Indoor six-a-side Cup in 1995. We both ended 46 not out - but I hit the winning six - enough said.

What would you put into Room 101? Room 101 then | wouldn't have to think of five other things. Definitely Jeremy
Crampton and olives, beyond that most things are palatable.
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