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Newsletter - April 2007 

The Season is upon us…  
This season has the potential for being a historic turning point in the history of a ‘village’ side. The 1st XI and 2nd 
XI have proved that they can compete at the highest standard by finishing 3rd and 2nd respectively in their 
leagues. We need to build on the hard work of the last five years to push the club onto bigger and better things 
within Sussex League cricket. This will not be easily achieved as winning the County Premier League is a tough 
ask, but with the blend of youth and experience in the 1st XI squad, it is a realistic goal.  
However, it is not just the 1st and 2nd XI that are pushing the club forward. The 3rd XI and 4th XI provide a good 
level of cricket to introduce the next generation of Cuckfield cricketers to the men’s game. It is with the younger 
members of the club where Cuckfield have an advantage over any other club in Sussex. The enthusiasm and 
skill with which the younger members of each team play, is an exciting prospect for the club. 
As for successes this season, we shall have to wait until September to see, but I know we will be in with every 
chance of winning more silverware if we stick to the basics and give 100% to every training session and match 
day. Training continues outside as from the 5th April on Tuesday nights for 1st and 2nd XI players and 
Wednesdays for whole club training.  If league cricket is not your thing, there is plenty of fun to be had at 
Cuckfield with the annual Tony Oates Memorial Day as well as the other sides that Cuckfield put out every 
week; the Women’s team; the Over 40’s on Wednesdays; and the Taverners on Thursday evenings. 
The Cuckfield Academy coaching staff have been working exceptionally hard with the Colts section of the club 
this winter and are ready to exceed the very successful season they had last year.  I look forward to seeing all of 
you over the coming months at the club to hopefully celebrate the success of a Cuckfield maximum discount.  
Invoices are included with this Newsletter and payment is due by 1 May 2007.    Nick Patterson  

 
A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped make CRICKET FORCE such 
a great success on Saturday 31st 
March.  We were certainly lucky with 
the weather, and an amazing turn out 
enabled us to make real progress with 
all of the tasks that we had planned. 
  
These included:  lifting and re-laying the 60 metre pathway from the car park to the pavilion; repairing and 
replacing the timber fence along the road; treating the timber areas of the pavilion, score-box, and shed; 
cleaning and painting the sight screens; cleaning the surfaces of our nets and artificial wickets; giving the 
pavilion a real spring-clean! 
 

Sue and Elaine kept us all well supplied with soup, rolls, tea and coffee, and altogether some 80 club members, 
family members and staff from Sussex County Cricket Club rolled up their sleeves to help. And I mean help! It 
was hard work and I was really impressed how people didn’t hold back. And it wouldn’t have been possible 
without the hard work behind the scenes from Nigel Reid who master-minded the work, and Belinda 
Campopiano who planned the publicity, liaised with the County, and kept us on our toes! The ground and 
facilities now look really impressive – let’s look forward to a great season! 
We are particularly grateful to the following local businesses who generously donated materials and advice: 
Clarke's Stationers (new notice board); Churchley Builders Plastics (plastic site screen materials); Luke and 
Luke (building materials); Insitu Preservation (wood preservatives); Roger Meier (painting materials); Peter 
Lewry (painting materials); Gould & Co Chartered Surveyors (specifications and advice); Wisdom Sports (cricket 
net canvas surround); Beacon Fencing (fencing materials).               David Fitt  
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Our new Club Sponsor!                             
 

Thanks to the unswerving efforts of Pete Widdup, our new 
Fundraising Manager, we can announce a number of major 
successes in additional revenue-raising this year. 
 

Firstly, we are very happy to announce that Savills  will be 
joining us for the next three years as our main club sponsor . As part of the 
deal this will involve all shirt and cap advertising along with banners on the 
ground and stump sponsorship. 
 

Savills  have also agreed that for each successful house sale referral, the 
Club will receive an additional payment – it’s all in confidence so please 
consider this if you are contemplating selling your house.  
 

 

In addition, we are very grateful to                    who will be our official match 
ball sponsors  for the whole season…a first for the Club. 
 

Finally we are again very grateful for the continuing support of our ground 
and fixture card advertisers who have all agreed to be sponsors this season. 
 

We would be very grateful if you could mention that you are a Cuckfield CC 
member when using any of the businesses who are supporting the cricket 
club so that they know the value of their sponsorship and will hopefully 
continue to support the cricket club in the future. 
 

Cuckfield Academy….Stop Press!  
 

We have decided to cancel  the final planned indoor practice session at St 
Paul’s on Saturday 14th April and begin outdoor practice on: 
 

  Monday 16th April:   U9s – 5:00pm and U11s -  6:00pm  
  Friday 20th April:   U13s – 5:00pm and U16s – 6:30pm. 
 

All other details and league fixtures are in the Fi xture Card.  
 

New Child Welfare Officer  

Child protection is a key issue in sport these days and cricket is no 
exception! CCC is adopting the ECB's 'Safe Hands' policy to ensure we meet 
the approved level of child protection required by law.   One of the main 
implications is that all volunteers, coaches and anyone else involved with the 
supervision of children (up to the age of 18!) will need to complete an ECB 
CRB check - even if you have a CRB check through another voluntary 
organisation or your work, a new check will still need to be completed. 
Please contact Belinda Campopiano for more details and to obtain the 
CRB form , which will then be signed off (after checking with the relevant 
documents) by Phillip Wright, County Child Welfare Officer (CWO).  As the 
club’s CWO I do not actually have the remit to either see or comment on 
anyone’s CRB check but I will be advised if there is any cause for concern.  
Likewise, if you have any worries regarding the welfare of a child within the 
club please speak to me - I am here to help! Many thanks.  Contact Belinda 
on 01444 413213 or at belinda.campopiano@btinternet.com� 
 

Sussex County Cricket Club  
Just a reminder that the club’s two Sussex  membership tickets are available 
to members to gain entry to Sussex games for a reduced fee  and enable 
holders to gain access to the members enclosure  and pavilion  at home 
and away games.  Cheg Abraham has all the details and more information 
will be displayed on the notice board in the pavilion.  Contact Cheg  for more 
information (Tel: 07931 793 201). 

DINNER DANCE 
Another great evening was had 
by all at the Ravenswood on 
Saturday 3rd March.  The club’s 
awards for 2006 were won by: 
 

Batting -Chris Mole 
 

Bowling -Tom Flower 
 

Fielding -Richard Amer 
 

Presidents Cup -Billy Harris 
 

Batting -Catherine Jackson 
 

Bowling -Tash Sole 
 

Fielding -Pippa Dagger 
 

Middleton Trophy -Tash Jackson 
 

The Stuchbury Cup  for 
outstanding service to the cricket 
club was awarded to Nick 
Wisdom  who has been a 
staunch supporter of the club for 
well over two decades and we 
are grateful to him for his 
immense contribution.  Take a 
look at www.cuckfieldcc.co.uk to 
see some pictures from the 
evening. 

TAVERNERS 
 

As usual 20-over social cricket 
will be played on Thursday 
evenings from late May. A list of 
fixtures will be put on the notice-
board in the pavilion, and of 
course on our website, by the 
beginning of May. Contact our 
co-ordinator Tony Elphick on  
01444 455926 or email 
tonyelphick@hotmail.com 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    
 

Sat 12 May – Quiz Night 
Sat 2 June – Curry Night 
Sat 30 June – Ladies’ Day  
Sun 29 July – Academy Fun Day 
Sat 4 Aug – Summer BBQ 
6 – 10 Aug – Cricket Week 
Sat 1 Sep – Hawaiian Shirt Night 

 

DOUBLE CENTURY CLUB  
 

In 2006 the double century club 
paid out £1,250 in prizes raising 
£1,470 for club funds .  Don’t 
miss out on your chance to join 
the double century club in 2007. 
Tickets cost £20 and are 
available from Julia Collins (Tel: 
01273 833 870). 
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Profile – Cheg Abraham 
Cheg joined Cuckfield two years ago and this year he is taking up the challenge of the second eleven captaincy.  
He played for Hertfordshire in his younger days and is an opening batsman for Cuckfield. 
 

Where did your cricketing career begin? 
My father played for a village side called Tewin who I represented occasionally as a child. I used to crush half-
volleys from an early age on the side of the Tewin pitch. I then joined Welwyn Garden City Cricket Club. 
Cheg, Clemency, Echo and Elvis – what’s with the Ab raham naming policy?  
Cheg was a nick name that my parents gave to me when I was a baby, so it stuck. Clemency and I have quite 
enjoyed having unusual names so we decided to call our children slightly different names that we liked. Echo is 
a Greek nymph and Elvis is obviously a King. 
Continuing on the name theme, your company is calle d Aegis, why is this?  
Our company arranges the moving process for people so they do not have to go through the usual stress of 
moving.  The word Aegis means 'under the protection of' and that is the way we would like our clients to 
perceive our services.  
What was your weirdest experience at Harrow?  
Probably not what you’d think, all that was really quite dull. Weirdest experience would have to be trudging back 
to the pavilion at Lords having scored '0' having walked when the umpire had given me 'not out'.  
 

Is it true you are “immune to 
alcohol”?  Occasionally I have been 
under that misapprehension. 
What is your favourite Film?  
The Matrix.  
What is your favourite book?  
Far from the Madding Crowd.  
What is your favourite childhood 
memory?  
Any time in the holidays when the 
sun was shining and I could be 
outside.  In essence, freedom. 
Is it true your helmet is smaller 
than your box?  
It is true I do have a pin-head. For 
much of my adult life I have worn a 
child's helmet. (Size 4) 

 

 

Who is the most famous person 
in your family?  I suppose my 
brother Tim, who is a cricket 
reporter on Sky. 
Who are your cricketing heroes? 
David Gower, Ian Botham and 
Steve Waugh. 
If you could put something into 
Room 101, what would it be and 
why?  Squiff's elbow protectors for 
fielding. Get on with it and dive on 
the grass like we all had to Squiffy! 
Who is the most famous person 
you have relocated?  
A European politician. 
Why are you so immobile?  
Osteo-arthritis of my right hip. 

 

You played cricket for Hertfordshire, who was the b est bowler you faced?  
No-one really amazing for Herts. I did play for Durham University when I was younger and came up against a 
few really good bowlers. One that springs to mind was Brett Schultz who used to open the bowling with Allan 
Donald for South Africa. He was rapid. 
How did you pass the time when making the long driv e from Hertfordshire to Durham?  
Listening to Prefab Sprout. An English pop band which rose to moderate fame during the 1980s.  Although 
critically acclaimed, the band never broke through to the mainstream and had moderate commercial success. 
You're a barrister, does this mean that you always have a good comeback for a sledge?  
I don't usually offer a come back when I am being sledged.  Anyway most of the time at Cuckfield it is my own 
team doing the sledging! 
What are your thoughts about Cuckfield, having been  here for 2 years?  
I think Cuckfield is a great club with an excellent club spirit.  It is an interesting time for us at the moment as we 
make the transition to a senior Premier League club.  We need to use the undoubted spirit that we have in the 
club to make the step up: players need to make increased commitments in areas such as training and 
availability.  This does not just apply to the 1st eleven, but to all of us.  Players need to take responsibility for 
making their team as successful as possible so that there isn't a gulf in standard between any one team and the 
next - this is particularly important for bringing young players through. 
How many minutes does it take you to run 100m?  
I find that question deeply offensive. Although I must admit I have never had enough time spare to find out what 
the answer is. 


