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	DUST OFF THOSE WHITES!
Well here were are a new year beckons – its raining and pretty cold so it must mean cricket starts in a week or so!.

This year is another first for Cuckfield – we had our Womens XI as the fourth Cuckfield side to join a league last year and this year it’s the turn of the Saturday 4th XI which begins its title chasing in the West Sussex league this May. 

A new XI means the needs for more players and I would ask that those wishing to play get in touch early regarding their availability. Rodney Candfield has agreed to co-ordinate availability for the 3rd & 4th XI’s for the early part of the season as we need to check out availability before a skipper is appointed, every indication is that this will be done on a match manager situation for this season. 
As a Cricket Club which continues to grow we are looking for new recruits for many of other sides; Womens, Sunday XI and of course Colts. If you know of any one interested please bring them along! 

I am pleased to announce that Cluttons will be sponsors again this season, we are very grateful for their continuing support.

A few domestic issues now follow – with this newsletter you will have received the subs invoice for 2004 as well as a catering rota (if you are not on the list don’t worry is only for two months! – I would beseech everyone to make sure that you have paid your subscription by the end of May if not by return as it makes things very difficult for Club if you don’t and another £15! . Also please send your payment along with the invoice only to TIM MOLE, our membership secretary. This will ensure that you are processed onto our database and avoids embarrassment later when the official ‘unpaids’ list is placed on the pavilion noticeboard.  

I am pleased to report that the ground is looking very good after many hours, which have already been put in by our ‘grounds’ team under the enthusiastic hand of John Mole our new Grounds Manager.                           Simon Hardy

****************************************************************

100+ Club

You may already be aware but after many years of raising thousands of pounds for the Club, Mike Bowring has decided to hang up his leather Gladstone bag and step down as organiser. Mike will be sorely missed and our grateful thanks go to him for his unstinting enthusiasm in raising funds for the Club. 

This has however brought in a triumvirate of organisers to try and emulate Mike’s great feats. Julia Collins, Nigel and David Reid have agreed to give it a go. Details can be found on the Subs Invoice just fill in the box sign the cheque and you could be in line for one or more of the regular draws. Please subscribe as this brings in much revenue to the Club, and contributes to keeping the facilities up to scratch and their enhancement. 

PLEASE JOIN THE CLUB THERE’S SOME BIG CASH PRIZES TO BE WON. 

Womens Section
The league season ahead looks to be a tough one, in the newly reformed league and as such we are running a recruitment drive for more players – so if you know of anyone interested please send them along to training (Thurs eves at the Club from the 15th April) or ask them to contact me.

In order to develop the team to it’s full potential we are running a new system of match co-ordinators this season to enable others to have a go at captaincy and give us a wider choice in the coming years. Three central co-ordinators (Clare Jaques, Mari Schmidt and Caroline Wright) will split the league matches between them, whilst the day-to-day organisation will still be down to me. We’re still in need of umpires for both home and away games, so if you can cover just one game for us that would be great.

Jules Middleton

Colts Corner

We’ve had some good training sessions indoors over the last few weeks and now we’re looking forward to moving outside!

This season we will be encouraging parents, other members of the family and friends to get more involved in our activities- so on Monday evenings we’ll be opening the pavilion for refreshments and encouraging people to stay and chat. We are also arranging introductory coaching courses for anyone who would like to get involved – it’s not a big commitment and it will introduce you to a lot of exciting new developments in cricket coaching.

The first training evening will be held on Monday 26th April – this is a week earlier than stated in the fixture card – and then every Monday until the 26th July.

They will be held at the same times as last year: all under 12’s from 5pm to 6pm, 13’s- 16’s from 6.30pm to 8pm.

The league fixtures are in the fixture card except the Under 12’s, as shown below – 

Tues 4th May – Keymer & Hassocks (away)

Tues 11th May Newick (home)

Tues 18th May Burgess Hill St Andrews (away)

Tuesday 25th May Forest Row (home)

Tues 8th June (Lindfield (away)

Tues 22nd June Scaynes Hill (away)

Tues 6th July Ansty (away)

All Games start at 6.15pm                                                      David Fitt

***************************************************************************

EAT UP YOUR BREAD

Kingsmill are running a ‘Free kit for Clubs’ campaign which enables sports clubs to get free kit by saving tokens from their products (including Bread, muffins and rolls) We have already enrolled on the scheme and need to collect as many tokensas possible. There’s all kinds of kit available form bats and balls right up to sightscreens ! – You can put the tokens in a collecting box at the club or give them to Jules Middleton. The more we collect the more we kit we can get … so get eating those sandwiches !

*******************************************************************

The Chairman’s home email is still up the swanny – so apologies for those who have sent emails to c.hardy@ukgateway.net and haven’t got a reply ! - please note my new address in the fixture card, I promise to sort the email out in May ! -  Sage
	ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

In March we again had a great turnout at Wickwoods for the annual bash.

Many thanks to Steven Hamilton-Bergin and disciple Tim Mole for another great evening, next year we have decided to do away with the microphone for Tim’s M’cing ! 

The Awards for 2003 went to the following;

Chris Mole – Brigden Trophy

Peter Collins – Mytten Cup

Jon Lamley– Fielding Cup

John Mole – Stuchberry Cup

Lawrence Wisdom – Presidents Cup

Linda Ward (Womens – Batting)

Caroline Wright (Womens – Bowling)

Elaine Gogarty (Womens - Most Improved player)

Many Congratulations to all recipients ! 

*******************************

TAVERNERS

Don’t forget Thursday nights are Taverners nights- We are looking for more recruits for the coming season especially weekend players, there’s a whole host of good standard cricket in the 20/20 format  – Those interested in playing should contact Dave Fry on 01444 483679 

If you don’t want to play just Come down for a drink and entertaining evening of social cricket.
MATCH DAY SPONSORS

As part of a new campaign to enlist sponsors we are looking for match day sponsors for Saturday League games (£20 per game). Anyone who is interested or has a contact that is interested should telephone Jules Middleton (see Fixture card for contact no.) In return for this sponsors marque or names will be displayed inside the pavilion and displayed on the main Club sign at the gate. Introducers will have one match fee waived per successful sponsor.

******************************

ANNUAL GOLF DAY 

Bill Graham is finalising his plans for the Annual Golf Day and the Barry Trophy, which will be held on Friday 23rd April at the Hassocks Golf Club. Bandits and Banditresses are very welcome – for details and costs give Bill a ring on 01444 242255 

PRESS & PUBLICITY REVAMP

Jules Middleton has kindly agreed to co-ordinate the Club’s publicity which will include being a central point for match reports, special event publicity and of course involvement in the Website.

We will still be running the Cuckfieldcc.co.uk website this previous years as well as the ‘play-cricket’ syndicated site. 

The new look site is under construction.  Whilst Results and fixtures will still be posted on the ‘play-cricket’ site we are updating the original site for general club information and we hope to re-launch it in the next week or so - Please log on regularly to update yourself on Club matters. If you want to do any articles/piece for the Website get in touch with Jules or just email her at cricket@littlehopecottage.co.uk 
your copy (preferably as a Word document). 

EMAILS * EMAILS* EMAILS * 
Don’t forget if you have an email address it saves the Club at least £5 per head per annum and also you get to know about Club matters a lot more quickly.

Please ensure that you complete the section in the Subs Invoice if you have one.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

A few snippets!

Negotiations are underway via the Busy Bees to engage a cleaner for the season – 

Nigel Reid is currently investigating a revamp of the kitchen at the end of May
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