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 Newsletter – April 2006

	A Brave New World…
The Club, over the past five years, has gone from strength to strength:– County League status, 3rdXI in the top flight of the Stoner league, a new 4th XI, a thriving Colts Academy and of course the first Ladies cricket team in Mid Sussex. In fact all eight of our weekly XI’s are in great shape!

This year, we need to consolidate on these successes, and build in a sustainability element to everyone’s hard work both on and off the field, in getting where we are now. There are three main objectives, which we should set ourselves this year.

· To cement our position in the County Premier League

· To secure the long term future of the north field, and

· Have a very enjoyable season!

Inevitably this will sap at our resources both financial and human however we need to ride this time of demand and come out on top.  It’s been a busy winter for some – we have a newly carpeted bar area now, and a significant amount of re-decoration has been achieved during the March and April working parties my thanks to all those that have turned up to lend a hand and hopefully those who haven’t can put aside some time during the summer to offer their help - there’s always plenty to do!. Also we welcome a new overseas player Saeed Ajmal who will be joining the Club at the end of April to help support our league ambitions. We also hope to welcome a number of new recruits as well.

I would also like to thank all of our sponsors for the coming season both new and continuing; their sponsorship will considerably help support the Club in its 2006 endeavours and we are very grateful. 

The proposals for subscriptions this year created a great deal of debate at the AGM and in true democratic style the meeting voted in favour of the introduction of the subs package with a Double century club share included. There are a number of reasons for this ease of administration, not least that the proceeds provide an essential contribution to invest in works to the Club. This year we are replacing the artificial on the north ground with a contribution from the Double century Club. It mustn’t be forgotten that there is some serious prize money available as well.

As a final point you will note in the newsletter that we are gauging members views about the introduction of a smoking ban within the pavilion (not the verandah though). Please give us your feedback.

Finally, all it remains me to do is quote the third objective – enjoy the season!

Simon Hardy
	SMOKING IN THE PAVILION 

CONSULTATION

A ban on smoking in public places will come into force from Summer 2007.  The Pavilion will be included in this ban.  The Committee wish to canvass popular opinion as to whether or not smoking should be banned in the Pavilion earlier, from this Summer 2006.  A decision on this will be made by the Committee on 15th May based on comments received and will take immediate effect. Please make your views known to Simon Hardy or David Fitt.

AVAILABILITY
Could all players ensure that they notify Jono Goodwin on 01444 459242 or 07766 155562 or by email jono701@hotmail.com at least 8 days prior to their becoming available. It is the responsibility of the players to ensure that their availability is known to Jono either via the Saturday Team Sheets or direct contact. During selection, question marks for the following Saturday will be treated as the player being unavailable for 1st & 2nd XI.

DINNER DANCE
Thanks to Tim Mole for organising another superb evening.  The main awards for 2005 were won by Chris Mole for Batting; Nick Patterson for Bowling; David Chaffey for Fielding and Fi Hayton won the Middleton Trophy. Steffan Piolet took the Presidents Cup and David Fitt won the Stutchbury Cup for services to Cuckfield Cricket Club. 

	Sussex County Cricket Club
The Club holds two season tickets for matches at the County Ground.  These entitle the bearer to free entry for County Championship matches (usual cost £12 for an Adult) and entry to the members' enclosure.  Cuckfield members are encouraged to make use of these and they are available from Barry Jones, who can be contacted on 01444 483858.  He will require a contribution of £5 per ticket per game.

Ed
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Player Profile 1 – Saeed Ajmal

Pakistan thrives on high voltage cricket and no one enjoys it more than Cuckfield’s overseas' cricketer for 2006.  Saeed has spent the past two English summers playing for Stirlands in the Sussex County League where he dominated all opponents with both bat and ball (just see his stats for proof).  This continued in his most recent domestic season “back home” where he earned the man-of-the-match award in the inaugural 20Twenty competition, helping his team, Faisalabad Wolves, to victory with 3 wickets in the final.

Full name: Saeed Ajmal

Born: October 14, 1977, Faisalabad, Punjab
Current age: 28 years

Major teams: Faisalabad, Islamabad Cricket Association

Batting style: Right-hand bat
Bowling style: Right-arm offbreak


	GOLF DAY
Well done to Chris Bunning who won the morning competition and to David Tree and Cheg Abrahams who won the afternoon. Thanks to everyone who made it such a success this year, especially John Mole and Tim Power for organising the event. The worst player in the morning, and recipient of the coveted toilet seat award, was Ben Burwood.

CROSSWORD 

Congratulations to Peg Swain whose crossword entry was selected at random from the correctly completed entries.  Peg wins a bottle of bubbly!

MATCH DAY SPONSORS

Thanks to those people who have agreed to sponsor a Saturday League game.  Sponsors names will be displayed inside the pavilion and on the main club sign at the gate.  If you know anyone who would like to sponsor a Saturday, you could have one match fee waived per successful sponsor.  Contact Simon Hardy on 01342 325397 or email oldapplestore@aol.com
WORKING PARTY 

Thanks to all those who came along to the pre-season working parties to help get the pavilion and ground ready for the new season.  Your time, effort and hard work is very much appreciated and very much evident.  



	Cuckfield Academy
A reminder that we have changed the time of our evening practice sessions:

Monday evenings term time beginning with registration on Monday 24th April:

Under 9’s (years 4 and younger) 5.30pm to 6.30pm
Under 11’s (years 5 & 6) 6.30pm to 7.30pm

Friday evenings in term time beginning on Friday 28th April:

Under 13’s 5.30pm to 6.30pm

Under 15’s 6.30pm to 7.45pm

Newcomers are welcome – youngest starting age year 2 and above. All other details are in the fixture card. Note that there have been some changes to fixtures since the card went to print, these will be distributed in the first week.

David Fitt
	

	Indoor Cricket – Div 1 Finals

The Division 1 Indoor Cricket finals took place at the Dolphin Leisure centre on Sunday 26 March. Cuckfield A v Cuckfield C was the first match, the Cs batted first and scored 148 in their 12 overs, but the A only side managed 138 in theirs. Skipper Steffan Piolet was left ruing two minus 5s by his side and a James Nutter over that went for 35 - they will be a much better force next year!

In the 2nd match the current champions Cuckfield B played Balcombe. The B side batted first and struggled to 129 all out.  In reply Balcombe were coasting until Goff Baker snaffled Alan Smith and the game swung as wickets fell and finally Balcombe fell 7 runs short.

The final was then between arch rivals Cuckfield B and Cuckfield C. The C side batted first and were well placed with Richie Amer and Jack Waghorn among the runs, settling for 140 for 5. The highlight being Ben Burwood hitting Patto on the walk through midwicket. Tim Mole and Nick Patterson then retired for the B side, but as wickets fell were soon required to bat again.  It fell to Nick Patterson to score the winning runs with only one wicket left. The C side sorely regretted dropping Patto twice and once again Cuckfield (B) were crowned Indoor Champions 2005/6 season.

Nigel Reid
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Prize Crossword
A Bottle of Champagne (or substitute for U18s) will be awarded to the sender of the first correct solution drawn at random from those received by 31 May. For your chance to win, send solutions to Tim Mole – 57 Gordon Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex. RH16 1EL. The winner’s name will be announced in the next newsletter.


	
	Name:

___________________________

Address:

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

Tel:

___________________________

Email:

___________________________
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Prize Crossword – January Solution
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Across


1. Arthritic Umpire (5,6)


4. Adam Gilchrist is known for the fact that he will ---- if he hits it. (4)


6. A run without contacting bat or batsmen. (3)


7. Famous leg spinner. (5,5)


11 and 23 across. Ashes winning captain last year. (5,6)


13. See 21 down


14. Marcus Trescothick's nickname. (6)


15. You'll find these on 22nd February this year. (4)


16. Stumps are made of this. (3)


19. See 5 down.


22. Run around for a much sought after trophy. (3)


23. See 11 across.


25. ----- alba.  Latin for White Willow (cricket bat willow).  Also a bat manufacturer. (5)


26. Could you live in this protective garment? (3)


27. Governing body of world cricket. (3)


28. Governing body of world cricket. (3)


32. See 12 down.


33. Indian test venue. (6)


34. See 10 down.


35. A single. (3)


36. Surname of batsman nicknamed 'The Wall'. (6)





Down


1. Leading test runs scorer. (5,4)


2. This visits the WACA as the Freemantle Doctor. (4)


3. Freddie's idol initially?  (3)


4. The type of tree inside the boundary on the main ground at Cuckfield. (12)


5 down and 19 across.  Anglo-saxon name for Cuckfield. (6,4)


8 and 18 down.  She is reported to have haunted Cuckfield Park. (3,8)


9. The first fossils for this dinosaur where found in a quarry in Whitemans Green. (9)


10 down and 34 across.  Nickname for West Indian fast bowler Joel Garner. (3,4)


12 down and 32 across.  What on a cricket pitch is 48ft long and 2ft wide? (9,4)


17.  A hatful. (4)


18. See 8 down.


20. Ran out Ricky Ponting at Trent Bridge. (4,5)


21 down and 13 across.  North end at Hove. (8,4)


24. Someone who imaparts revolutions.  (7)


28.  One of the stands at Lords. (5)


29. Makhaya _____. South African bowler. (5)


30. Cricket ground in suburb of Wooloongabba. (5)


31. Worcestershire fruit. (4)
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